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DANCE REVIEW

Jessica Lang shows range

By Merilyn Jackson
FOR THE INQUIRER

hat made Jessica
Lang Dance’s de-
but in Dance Cele-

bration at Annenberg Cen-
ter for the Arts on Thurs-
day night — Philadelphia’s
introduction to the troupe
— such a pleasurable sur-
prise was the range of the
six works on Lang’s artful-
ly planned program. She’s
the Bucks County girl who
made good choreograph-
ing for companies around
the world and is now a
Bessie Award-winning cho-
reographer in New York.

Lang set a masterful ta-
ble with the first Mondri-
an-inspired piece, “Lines
Cubed,” and as tastes of
the variety of her choreog-
raphy, offered five more
delectable courses.

For “Lines Cubed,” Lang
outlined the stage in black
with molo pieces — honey-
combed, accordion-like pa-
per, modularized and
moveable. The 10-member
troupe, first in black, walk
out briskly in various
mechanistic lines, criss-
crossing each other with
military precision. Even
the curved lines were
clipped, crisp. But with tip-
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toe blips every third step
and eventual fallout into
random patterns, the mes-
sage was more playful
than martial.

A stunning arrange-
ment of electronic music
by Britain-based compos-
er John Metcalfe and Phil-
adelphia-native Thomas
Metcalf matched the Mon-
drian feel. Five dancers
windmill offstage to re-
turn in red, with Kana
Kimura the lone female
among them. Clifton
Brown, a powerful
former Ailey dancer
whom I've reviewed sev-
eral times, is a founding
member of the company.
Randy Castillo, Kirk Hen-
ning, and Milan Misko
join him to lift Kimura
vertically, tossing and
catching her, with a lot of
floor-scooting around
her.

The other Mondrian col-
ors follow: Julie Fiorenza,
Sarah Haarmann and
Laura Mead replace red,
jaunty as jonquils in flirty
yellow skirts. Blue fea-
tures a mournful duet be-
tween Claudia MacPher-
son and Misko. All the col-
ors join in vertical lifts,
jumps, spins.

Mead, en pointe, and
Brown dance an archly ro-
mantic duet using yards of
fabric ending in a pool of
tulle. Least interesting cho-
reographically was Kimu-
ra in “The Calling” — ex-
quisitely twisting herself
in white fabric wide as a
parachute. Beautiful to
watch, but I've seen varia-
tions on this theme before.

The elegantly understat-
ed “i.nk” served as des-
sert for me. A black-and-
white negative of all the
colors that came before,
it's a commissioned score
by Jakub Ciupinski that
echoed Tetsushi
Wakasugi”s bubbling vid-
eo with gurgling plinks
and surging waves that
built to a suspenseful cre-
scendo. Her partner slips
one woman face down on
the floor, her undulating
arms and torso in diving
mode, a gently spilling
wave on warm sand.

Additional performances at 2
p.m. and 8 p.m. today,
Annenberg Center for the
Performing Arts, 3680 Walnut
St. Tickets: $20-$50; student
rush, $10. Information:
215-898-3900,
www.annenbergcenter.org.
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